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Morocco: Economy 
 
With a GNP per capita of US$7,700 in 2018, the World Bank categorises Morocco as a middle-income 
country. With a formal labour force of approx. 12 million, some 40% (2014) work in the services 
industry. This is most likely in relation to the booming tourist industry the country has seen in recent 
years, since it is considered the safest Muslim country in the Greater Middle East to visit. Despite 
approx. 40% of the population being employed in the agricultural sector, this accounts for only 14.8% 
GDP (2017) as opposed to the 56% GDP contribution from services such as tourism. A recovery in 
annual GDP growth rate from 2016-2017 (1.2%-4% respectively) was attributed to the mining of 
phosphates (Figure 1), whereby Morocco is believed to have 75% of the worlds reserves. 
 
Figure 1: Phosphate mining in Morocco 

 
http://www.northernminer.com/news/western-phosphate-
producers-look-to-the-east-for-growth/1002589905/ 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_industry_of_Morocco 
 
However, despite a recent boom in tourism, unemployment remains on an upward trend to a rate of 
10.7% in 2017 (World Bank). Surprisingly, it tends to be the young (26.5%) educated (17.9%) and 
women (14.7%) who are suffering the most, suggesting that the growth in economy is not yet capable 
of meeting the modern needs and skills set of those seeking formal work. Figure 2 illustrates the 
distribution of economic activity in Morocco. 
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Figure 2: Location of economic activity in Morocco 

 
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/500603314802240523/ 
 
Suggested reading 
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Morocco 
• http://www.tourisme.gov.ma/sites/default/files/tbnat_01-17_anglais.pdf 
• http://www.worldbank.org/en/region/mena/publication/mobilizing-the-middle-east-and-north-africa-

diaspora-for-economic-integration-and-entrepreneurship 


